
 

Spring Hill High School - Social Studies Department 
AP Government and Politics 

2018-2019 Syllabus 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mrs. Tasha Freeman    
Room C120   
Planning Periods: 4A   
Academic Assistance: Wednesday 3:30-4:00 and Thursday 8:00-8:30  
Phone Number:    803-476-8764 Email: tbowman@lexrich5.org 
Website:https://www.lexrich5.org/Page/11472 Course Length: Semester 

I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Advanced Placement Government and Politics class is the equivalent of an introductory one-semester college course 
in American Government.  This course explores the political theories and everyday practices that direct the daily 
operations of our government and shape our public policies. The course is for all intents and purposes taught on a college 
level and it requires a substantial amount of reading and preparation for each class meeting. The objectives of this course 
go beyond a basic overview of how our government works. Students will develop a critical understanding of the strengths 
and weaknesses of the American political system, as well as their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 

II.  INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS 

The express purpose of this course is to prepare students to take the AP Exam for U.S. Government and Politics 
(APGOPO). The College Board Course Webpage for APGOPO can be found at 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2259.html 
 
Students in this course will be required to take the APGOPO Exam on Monday, May 6th at 8:00 am.  It consists of two 
parts: a 80 minute (55 questions) multiple choice section, and a 100 minute (4 question) free response section. Each 
section will count for 50% of the final exam score.  Success on this exam may qualify the student for college credit. Many 
selective colleges accept only a 4 or a 5 on the AP exam in order to qualify for course credit.  Check with the college of 
your choice. 

III.  TEXTBOOKS AND SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 
Textbooks: Wilson, John Q. and John J. Dilulio, Jr., American Government. 9th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 
 
These readings will be supplemented by various other sources. 
 
Materials 
Students should have their district-issued iPad mini in class each day charged and ready to go. Students will also need: 

o Large 3 Ring Binder 
o Dividers to separate units 
o Index Cards/composition book for vocabulary 

 
The class will be using 5 Steps to a 5 for AP Government and Politics, 2019 throughout the semester. I expect that each                       
student obtain a copy of this study guide. Please see me if you have a hardship case.  
 
IV.  FEES 
A fee is charge for supplemental materials.  AP test fees are paid by the state of South Carolina.  Students will be charged 
for lost or damaged books. 
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V.  INSTRUCTIONAL ORGANIZATION 
Topics Tested on the United States Government and Politics AP Exam: 
Foundations of American Deomcracy 15-22% 
Interactions Among Branches of Government 25-36% 
Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 13-18% 
American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 10-15% 
Political Participation 20-27% 

VI.  GRADING POLICY, ASSESSMENT, AND PROCEDURES 
 

Uniform Grading Policy 

● Minor assignments include quizzes, formative assessments, simple answers or multiple choice 
assessments 

● Major assignments include unit tests, chapter tests, summative assessments, extended projects, essays, 
tests with written essay responses, and complex written or mathematical responses. 
Posting grades in Powerschool: 
5 school days for minor assignments 
10 school days for major or extended 

● Make-Up: Students are expected to attend school regularly. In the event of an excused, lawful absence, 
It is the student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements for completing missed work, 
including tests and quizzes.   

● Pre-assigned work (i.e. long term assignments, test, presentations, etc.) is due at the beginning of 
class the first day upon the student’s return to class. After the first day, all coursework is subject to the 
school late work policy. 

● Late Work:  All coursework is expected to be turned in on or before the assigned due date and 
completed to the best of the student’s ability. All late assignments are subject to a 5% deduction per 
school day. No late work will be accepted after 5 school days. 

 

Course Specific Grading Policy (Including the Uniform Grading Policy) 

● Grade weights- This course will use the total points system.  Homework, classwork, quizzes, tests, 
projects, etc. will have certain point values deemed by a rubric. 

● The teacher will determine the point value and inform the students how much the assignment is worth 
before they begin work in the form of grade description or rubric. The more substantive the 
assignment, the more point value it carries. For example, a class work assignment may be worth 20 
points while a test or project is worth 100. Point totals will vary per quarter. 

● Assessments: NO curve OR test corrections will be allowed.  

 
 Assignments will be posted digitally through Google Classroom; hard copies will be available by request. 
Students are expected to bring a fully charged device daily. 
 
Senior Exam Exemptions: 
Seniors can exempt exams in semester classes and yearlong classes if they meet the following conditions: 
1. Grade of 80 or higher in the course. 
2. Has not had an In School Suspension or an Out of School Suspension. 

 



 

 
Students will be notified of their exemption status on 1/9 (B-Day) and 1/10 (A-Day) for Fall exams and 5/14 
(B-Day) and 5/15 (A-Day) for Spring exams.  These dates may be subject to change. 
 
VII.  MAJOR CURRICULAR TOPICS 
See scope and sequence above and detailed unit calendars.  
 
VIII.  STUDY SKILLS AND STRATEGIES 
This course requires extensive reading, writing, research, and oral work.  Regular attendance and attentiveness in class are 
essential for success.  A regular review of class notes, timely completion of assignments, and careful attention to reading 
assignments are also important elements for success.  
 
In addition, students will be expected to have a basic understanding of current events that affect the American                  
Government—domestically and internationally. Students are urged to keep up with current events daily by reading a                
newspaper, viewing nightly news, or watching a cable news station (CNN, MSNBC, FOX etc.). There are various weekly                  
television programs that may also add to your current knowledge of events. Some of these include: Meet the Press, Face                    
the Nation, and NBC Nightly News. You are NOT required to watch any of these programs, but you may find them                     
helpful in your knowledge and understanding of crucial events that influence our government’s policies. 
 
IX.  ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE 
Assistance will be provided on Wednesday between 3:30-4 and Thursday from 8:00-8:35 or by appointment.  
 
X.  CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN 

•Advanced Placement students should be… 

•A CONSISTENT SELF ADVOCATE 
•Staying AHEAD of your reading on a consistent basis 
•Taking class time seriously 
•Conscientious of time (due dates, class schedule, etc.) 
•Staying in communication (in person, email, Google Classroom) 
•Reviewing previous units (including vocabulary) 
•Disciplined, especially in your cohort; self-motivated to learn 
•Helping others consistently 
•Committed to improving your written communication proficiency and precision 
•Goal-oriented 
•Exceeding high expectations and displaying leadership 
•Attending AP Review sessions AND taking the AP Practice Test in April, 2018 
•Focusing on GROWTH and the process… not a grade 

 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS 

•Be on time and prepared 
•Be respectful of others 

 



 

•Be actively engaged 
•Use Technology for Academic Purposes (Fully Charged Chromebook and Phone is away) 

 
XI. COMMUNICATION 
Students: Google Classroom will be used for this class.  You must use your District Student Email to access. Students 
will be given an access code to create an account. My expectation is that you check Google Classroom and your 
school email at least once a day Monday-Friday. 
  
For each unit, a Google Doc unit outline detailing assignments with links to those assignments will be posted on Google 
Classroom. This document is live and will be continually updated. Therefore, I recommend that you NOT load the outline 
into your Drive. Instead, I recommend “starring” this for easy reference.  
 
All students should use district issued email accounts for communicating with teachers. 
 
Parents: Parents are encouraged to monitor their child’s grades through ParentPortal.  You may access the PowerSchool 
parent portal @ https://powerschool1.lex5.k12.sc.us/public.  
 
 
XII.  HONOR CODE  
The Academic Honesty Policy is being implemented to ensure that students submit credible work that is evident of 
their content mastery.  Students should seek to be totally honest in their dealings with others.  They should complete 
their own work and be evaluated based upon its originality.  They should avoid academic dishonesty and misconduct 
in all its forms, including plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, cheating, and other academic misconduct. 

 
In accordance with Board Policy IHCD-R, all students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses must take The College 
Board administered examination.  Refusal to participate in the AP exam will result in the course weight dropping from AP 
weight to honors weight.  
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